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Eulogy 

of 

Most Venerable Walpola Kalyanatissa Nayaka Maha 

Thero 

 

Yo hoti viyatto ca visārado ca 
Bahussuto dhammadharo ca hoti 
Dhammassa hoti anudhammacārī 
Sa tādiso vuccati saṅgha sobhano. 

 

Our great teacher, the Gotama Buddha, once said “The monk who is 
learned, wise, erudite, knows the Dhamma by heart, and lives in 
conformity with the Dhamma, is called the one who beautifies the 
community of the Saṅgha”. Our late Venerable Walpola 
Kalyanatissa Nayaka Maha Thero was certainly an embodiment of 
that word of the Buddha. 

On September 18 in 1954, a merit full child was born for the 
purpose of adorning the dispensation of the Buddha, to the parents, 
late Mr. Polwatta Appuhamilage John Appuhami and Mrs. 
Lokubalasuriyage Yasohami in the Village of Walpola, located in 
Minuwangoda, Gampaha, Sri Lanka. He grew up with nine siblings 
- four brothers and five sisters. He was schooled at the 



2 
 

Andiambalama Buddhist primary school, Walpola Sri Ratasara 
middle school, and Andiamblama high school in Minuwangoda. In 
1964 he was accompanied to the Andiambalama Sri Veluvanarama 
temple with the meritorious intention of ordaining him as a 
Buddhist monk. After residing at the temple for three years, 
fulfilling the necessary requirements for the ordination, he entered 
monastic life on 5th March1967, under the tutelage of the Most 
Venerable Abhidhammika Vagishvara Andiambalame Sri 
Saranatissabhidhana Nayaka Thero the chief abbot of the 
Andiambalama Sri Veluvanarama. He was given the name 
“Walpola Kalyanatissa” as his monastic name at his ordination. 

 Most Venerable Walpola Kalyanatissa Nayak Maha Thero 
received his primary monastic education from the Andiambalama 
Sri Saranatissa pirivena and his higher monastic education from 
Kurunegala Sandalankawa pirivena, Sri Saddhammakara pirivena in 
PinwattaPanadura, and Kalyanapradipa Vidyayatana pirivena in 
Delgoda, three renowned monastic schools in Sri Lanka. Having 
completed his oriental studies, and passing the advanced level 
examination with high merit, he qualified to enter the University of 
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka, in 1975 where he specialized in economics 
for his bachelor’s degree. After graduation, he worked as a 
Mathematics and English teacher at the Shanti Niketana pirivena in 
Belihul-Oya. In 1981, he was granted admission to the University of 
Madras in India and was able to win the golden medal for the best 
achievement in Pali and Abhiddhama. In 1985, he enrolled to 
pursue a PhD degree at the University of Calcutta and obtained his 
doctorate completing his dissertation titled “The goal intended by 
the Buddhist teaching of dependent origination”. On completion of 
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his studies, Ven. Kalyanatissa served as the principal of the 
monastic training school located in Sarnath, school affiliated to the 
Mahabodhi Society of India. 

In 1987, the Ven. Kalyanatissa was able to visit Italy for the 
first time, his first visit to Europe. He was invited by a lady teacher 
from the Goethe Center (global institution for learning German) in 
Italy, who was attending a meditation program in Sarnath.  

Later, he was invited to Japan by Ven. Mapalagama 
Wipulasara, a renowned sculptor of Buddha statues.Ven. 
Kalyanatissa Nayaka Thero resided in Nagoya further developing 
his meditation practice and his skills as a Dharma teacher until he 
travelled to France and enrolled himself to study at the Charles De 
Gaulle University in Lille, France. 

The chance meeting of Mr and Mrs Ratsaphong during their 
pilgrimage to India in 1983 changed Ven. Kalyanatissa Thero’s life 
significantly. This kind Laotian family created the opportunity for 
Ven. Kalyanatissa to study at the Charles De Gaulle University in 
Lille, France, in 1987.  He studied French, French Economy, 
Geology, French Drama etc. at the Charles De Gaulle University.The 
family sponsored Nayaka Thero’s during his studentship and he 
stayed with the Ratsaphong family in Arras for three years until 
completing his studies at Lille University. This family who had five 
children, Sack, Ophélie, Karine, Tha and Santy of their own, took 
care of Nayaka Thero as if he was their own child.  Nayaka Thero 
also had the same sentiments towards the Ratsaphong family.  
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 After completing his studies at the Charles De Gaulle 
University, he returned to Sri Lanka and lived in the presence of 
Most Ven. Balangoda Ananda Maithree Maha Nayaka Thero, 
developing his meditation practice. Ven. Kalyanatissa accompanied 
Most Ven. Ananda Maithree Maha Nayaka Thero to France and 
facilitated to live in there for some time. From there he traveled to 
the United States with Most Venerable Ananda Maithree Maha 
Nayaka Thero to establish a new Buddhist center named “Ananda 
Buddhist Vihara”. 

 Ven. Kalyanatissa had the opportunity to associate with well 
versed Sri Lankan Buddhist dignitaries such asVen. 
ProfessorWalpola (Matara) Rahula, Ven. Madihe Paññāsīha. In 
1990, invited by the Colombo Dharmaduta Society, Ven. 
Kalyanatissa became the abbot of the Berlin Buddhist Vihara 
which, the largest Theravada Buddhist temple in Europe. Ven. 
Kalyanatissa conducted duties in this position until 1994 and was 
able to invite severalrenowned monks to spread the message of the 
Buddha throughout Germany. Among them, were Ven. 
Rambukwelle Devananda, Ven. Medagoda Pemaratana andVen. 
Rambukwelle Medananda from Sri Lanka, Ajhan Tong from 
Thailand, Ven. Maha Ghoshananda from Cambodia, Ven. Dr. 
Revatadhamma (Burmese) from England, Ven. Henepola 
Gunaratana and Venerable Rahuma fromUSA, Venerable Ananda 
from Netherlands, Bhante Wimala, and many other Mahayana 
teachers. Also was Ven. Karandana Sirinivasa (the monastic brother 
of Dr. Walpola Piyanada, abbot of the Los Angeles Buddhist 
Vihara, USA) who later became the abbot of the Bonn Buddhist 
Vihara.  
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Ven. Kalyanatissa provided the leadership to the first 
international Buddhist conference in Europe in 1993 under the 
patronage of the German Buddhist Union (Deutsche Buddhistische 
Union) and the Berlin Buddhist Society (Berliner Buddhistische 
Gesellschaft). There were about 50 prominent Buddhist monks 
including the spiritual head of Tibetan Buddhism, his Holiness 
Dalai Lamaand about twenty-five hundred European Buddhists 
from Germany and other European countries participating in this 
event. 

During this period, together with Honorable M. G. Perera 
who was the President of the German Dharmaduta Society and 
former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Peradeniya, the 
secretary to the late Prime minister S. W. R. D Bandaranayake, the 
first President of Sri Lanka Television Corporation and Sri Lanka 
Radio Corporation, and some other dignitaries, Ven. Kalyanatissa 
initiated the “Berlin Buddhist Vihara Trust Fund” for the 
development of the Berlin temple. He became the president of that 
foundation and eagerly dedicated his time for safeguarding and 
betterment of the Berlin Buddhist Vihara.  

 Ven. Kalyanatissa was honored with the title of “Head of 
Saṅgha in Germany” by the Most Ven. Rambukwelle Vipassi 
Abhidhana Maha Nayaka Maha Thero, the late chief prelate of the 
Malwatta fraternity of the Syamopali Buddhist chapter in Sri Lanka, 
together with the Saṅgha committee members.  

Apart from Berlin Buddhist Vihara, there were no other 
Theravada Buddhist centers in Germany until 1992. Ven. 
Kalyanatissa provided accommodation for a Thai monk (Mahacitti 
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Thero), who had a close relationship with the Thai royal family, to 
stay in Berlin for more than a year until he established a Thai 
temple in Berlin. Currently there are thirty-six Thai temples in 
Germany with five in Berlin. 

When Nayaka Thero was abiding at Berlin temple, 
Ratsaphong family members visited him regularly and in 1993, two 
of the young members of the family received temporary ordination 
from the Nayaka Thero and lived at the Berlin temple for three 
months. Later, when the two daughters of the Ratsaphong family 
relocated to Switzerland, they invited Maha Thero to Switzerland 
and supported him to establish himself in Switzerland during early 
days when he moved. It is heartwarming to observe that the 
members of the Ratsaphong family living reverentlives in France 
and in Switzerland wholeheartedly considered Maha Thero to be a 
member of their own family up until his passing away. It’s this 
family’s relationship that laid the foundation for Nayaka Thero’s 
Dhamma service in Europe. 

 Having left Berlin for Switzerland in 1994, he 
continuedproviding guidance to Venerable Rambukwelle 
Devananda, who succeeded him as the abbot of the Berlin Buddhist 
Vihara. This enabled Ven Devananda to establish another 
Theravada temple, ‘Sambodhi Vihara’ in Berlin. Ven. Kalyanatissa 
was a special guest at the Buddha relic exhibition organized by Ven. 
Devananda at the Berlin Buddhist Vihara in Oct 2002, where it was 
a great support to the organizers throughout the entire event. 
Buddha’s relics exhibited were obtained from the Most Ven. 
Rambukwelle Vipassi, the Chief prelate of the Malwatta fraternity 
in Sri Lanka and from the Most Ven. chief prelates of the Thai and 
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Burmese Buddhist traditions. It is estimated that over eight-
thousand German and Asian devotees worshiped Buddha’s relics 
during this two-day event. Following the very successful 
event,under the direction of Ven. Kalyanatissa, the same relics were 
exhibited in thirty-five countries all over the world. Eventually the 
relics were enshrined in a pagoda built at the headquarters of the 
United Nations in New York. 

 

In January1999 the Foundation Bouddhiste Lémanique “FBL” was 
founded, and the Vihara Lémanique Center in Morges was created 
for Ven. Kalyanatissa to provide a base for his dhamma services in 
Switzerland. The sponsorship of this project by Philippe and Sylvia 
Guignard and family helped to establish and promote Buddhism in 
Switzerland. This beginning resulted in both establishment and 
revival of many Buddhist temples in many cities in Switzerland. We 
remember with gratitude that Ven. Kalyanatissa was continuously 
provided with requisites, accommodation and well looked after 
whenever he was in Morges by the Guignard family for the last 25 
years. 

Having visited from Berlin, conducted a meditation program 
at the newly established Geneva Buddhist Vihara of the 
International Buddhist Foundation (IBF) in Geneva in 1991. Ven. 
Kalyanathissa again provided leadership at the Katina Ceremony of 
the Geneva Buddhist Vihara in 2000. His subsequent acceptance of 
the invitation by the Founder President and the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the IBF, Dr. Chandra Pinnagoda to be a 
resident monk at the Geneva Buddhist Vihara commenced a long-
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standing relationship culminating into his becoming the Spiritual 
Director of the IBF. In this capacity he was instrumental in 
introducing many learned monks to the IBF, including Ven. 
Halyaye Wimalaratana in 2010.  His continued guidance and advice 
provided to Ven. Wimalarathana and subsequently to Ven. 
Welagedara Sumanajothi and the IBF Board of Trustees and the 
Council of Devotees has helped Geneva Buddhist Vihara to provide 
its services to the public in Geneva and to establish a Building task 
force and a Building fund to procure a vihara premises in future. 
Ven. Kalyanatissa also provided leadership and counselling to 
organize the annual Vesak ceremony held at the United Nations in 
Geneva.  

The Most Venerable Walpola Kalyanathissa Maha Thero 
and Venerable Karuwalagaswewa Anuruddha Thero, established 
the Zurich Buddhist Vihara in the city of Brugg on May 1, 2003, 
with the support of the Lemonique Buddhist Foundation, Sri 
Lankan community and other generous devotees. Venerable 
Anuruddha Thero, a close disciple of Maha Thero, played a key role 
in this endeavor. Today, the Zurich Buddhist Vihara is in Lenzburg 

and continues to thrive.Ven. Kalyanatissa founded the Bellinzona 
Buddhist Meditation Center in Switzerland and handed over the 
leadership of these centeres to Ven. Henegama Sobitha Thero. Later 
this Buddhist institution established in the city of Zurich too. His 
final contribution to the propagation of Buddhism in Switzerland 
was the establishment of the Sri Kalyana Buddhist Association in 
the canton Aargau, Switzerland and appointing Ven. Udumatte 
Ariyasila Thero as the abbot of Basel Buddhist Vihara. In addition 
to these, he also established “Inter-cultural Buddhist Vihara” in 
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Torino in Italy. Ven. Kalyanathissa gave ordination to Ven. 
Mangala of Switzerland and Ven. Dhammapala of Italy bestowing 
his compassion towards the seekers of refuge in Dhamma. He has 
successfully accomplished his long-term vision of finding virtuous 
and capable venerable monks with multi talents to take the 
leadership after him to continue teaching Buddhism and supporting 
these Buddhist institutions in Europe.  

While rendering an immeasurable service for the expansion 
and long existence of the Buddhist dispensation in Europe, Ven. 
Kalyanatissa, with the support of Helen von Flüe operated the “Sri 
Sudarshana” International Meditation Center in Yatiyana 
(Minuwangoda), Sri Lanka.  Many local and foreign monks and 
nuns, as well as lay men and women are facilitated to find their 
inner peace through the contemplative meditation practice at this 
center.We remember with gratitude the contribution of Helen von 
Flüe to Ven. Kalyanatissa for the mission of spreading Dhamma in 
Switzerland for the past eight years, as well as for operating the 
Sudarshana International Meditation Center in Yatiyana 
(Minuwangoda), Sri Lanka. 

Most Ven. Walpola Kalyanatissa Nayaka Maha Thero was 
an intellectual, well-heard, courageous, and wise senior among the 
Saṅgha. He was an erudite monk who mastered seven western and 
eastern languages, Sinhala, Pali, Sanskrit, Hindi, English, French, 
and German. He was a polyglot, ethicist, great thinker, and a person 
with wisdom. He had a charismatic personality, and he was an 
exemplary Buddhist monk for the whole community of Saṅgha.  
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Our Maha Thero, having lived a peaceful and exemplary life 
of 70 years, unexpectedly but mindfully passed away in the evening 
of the 12th day of July 2024 in the presence of Ven. Welagedara 
Sumanajothi Thero at the Geneva International Buddhist Vihara. 
His passing has generated the fear of the inevitable (saṃvega) in the 
hearts of many people in the world.  

 We are unable to expressthe lossto the world and Buddhist 
dispensation by the demise of Maha Thero. The birth of a 
counterpart who could replace the service and presence of Nayaka 
Maha Thero is undoubtedly few and far between. 

May the late Most Ven. Walpola Kalyanatissa Nayaka Maha 
Thero, who was the Head of the Saṅgha in Germany, the abbot of 
the Sri Sudarshana International Meditation Center in 
Minuwangoda, Sri Lanka, Spiritual Director of the IBF Geneva, 
attain the supreme bliss of nibbāna which is devoid of birth, aging, 
disease, death, and sorrow!!! 

The funeral service and cremation ceremony will take place 
in Geneva on July 27, 2024, in the presence of mases from around 
the world paying respect to the late Maha Thero. 

By: Dr. Rambukwelle Devananda Nayaka Thero. 

27th July 2024 
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මරණාǩසස්Ư 
Maraṇānussati - Recollection of Death 

 

පවාතǏපƱɢයාය, සාɒසǦතƯයාúඛයං, 

පɟපමාය සȼපස්සං, භාවෙය මරණස්සƯං. [01] 

pavātadīpatulyāya, sāyusantatiyākkhayaṁ, 

parūpamāya sampassaṁ, bhāvaye maraṇassatiṁ. 

By comparing a lamp in a breeze, with the destruction of the 
life continuum, through seeing oneself as similar to others, 
one should develop mindfulness of death. 

 

මහාසȼපƮƯසȼපƮතා, යථා සƮතා මතා ඉධ, 

තථා අහං මɜස්සාȽ, මරණං මම ෙහස්සƯ. [02] 

mahāsampattisampattā, yathā sattā matā idha, 

tathā ahaṁ marissāmi, maranaṁ mama hessati.  

Just as people who have attained great good fortune here 
have died, in the same way I will die, death is (surely) coming 
to me. 

 

උȗපƮƯයා සෙහෙවදං, මරණං ආගතං සදා, 

මරණƮථාය ඔකාසං, වධෙකʣ ɪය එසƯ. [03] 

uppattiyā sahevedaṁ, maraṇaṁ āgataṁ sadā, 

maraṇatthāya okāsaṁ, vadhako viya esati.  

Indeed death always comes along with that which has arisen, 
it is like a murderer who is seeking an opportunity to kill. 
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ඊසකං අǧවƮතං තං, සතතං ගමǩස්ʈකං, 
Őɪතං උදයා අƮථං, ʈɜෙයʣ ɪය ධාවƯ. [04] 
īsakaṁ anivattaṁ taṁ, satataṁ gamanussukaṁ, 
jīvitaṁ udayā atthaṁ, suriyo viya dhāvati.  
This life is slowly, without turning back, continually, eagerly, 
going its way, it rises and falls just as the sun runs its course 
(and sets). 
 
ɪŎőȬȩȬල-උස්සාව-ජලරාŐ පɜúඛයං, 
ඝාතෙකʣ’ව ɜț තස්ස, සȩබƮථා’Ș අවාɜෙයʣ. [05] 
vijjububbula-ussāva-jalarājī parikkhayaṁ, 
ghātako’va ripū tassa, sabbatthā’pi avāriyo.  
(Like) lightning, a bubble, dew, a line drawn on water, life 
(quickly goes to) destruction, 
like an executioner in regard to his rivals, (death) can never 
be constrained. 
 
ʈයසƮථාමȚඤŢ්ǊǞ-ȬǊǝɬǊǞ-ŏනǊවයං, 
ඝාෙතʆ මරණං Đȗපං, කා Ʊ මාǎසෙක කථා? [06] 
suyasatthāmapuññiddhī-buddhivuddhī-Jinadvayaṁ, 
ghātesi maraṇaṁ khippaṁ, kā tu mādisake kathā? Even 
the two kinds of Victors, who are famous, strong, meritorious, 
powerful, and of great intelligence, were quickly slaughtered 
by death, so what to say about one like me? 
 
පļචයානඤ්ච ෙවකɢයා, බාʏරŎඣƮƱපǊදවා, 
මරාෙමʣරං ǧෙමසා’Ș, මරමාෙනʣ අǩúඛණǦ’Ư. [07] 
paccayānañ ca vekalyā, bāhirajjhattupaddavā, 
marāmoraṁ nimesā pi, maramāno anukkhaṇan ti.  
When conditions fail, there are internal and external adversi-
ties, dying at every moment, I will die in less (time) than a 
blink of an eye. 


